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PASTOR’S PAGE

In her book, The Offense of
Grace, Susan R. Andrews
relates that William Willimon
tells the story of a funeral he
attended when he was serving
a small congregation in rural Georgia. One of his
members’ relatives died, so Willimon and his wife
attended the funeral held in a country Baptist church.
He writes: “I had never seen anything like it. The
preacher began to preach. He shouted; he flailed his
arms. ‘It’s too late for Joe. He’s dead. But it ain’t too
late for you. People drop dead every day. Why wait?
Now is the day for decision. Give your life to Jesus.””
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Willimon goes on to suggest that this was the worst
thing he had ever seen. He fumed and fussed at his
wife Patsy, complaining that the preacher had done the
worst thing possible for a grieving family —
manipulating them with guilt and shame. Patsy agreed.
But then she said: “Of course the worst part of it all is
that what he said is true.”

Advent began on Sunday, November 27, and continues
until Sunday, December 25. This season which begins
the Christian year and helps to prepare us for the

coming of Christ into our hearts and lives at Christmas
brings both a warning and a promise. The warning is
that as the country preacher so clumsily foretold, each
of us must deal with the dark reality of the end of our
time as well as the end of the world’s time. This
warning casts a shadow over the beginning of the
season, while preparing us for the happy ending — the
good news. The promise of Advent is that in the
darkness, in the shadows, God is present. God is in
control. God will come again. With each candle we
light, the shadows recede a little, and the promise
comes closer. With each candle we light, we are
proclaiming that the light shines in the darkness and
the darkness will never overcome it. The promise is
that wherever there is darkness and dread in our lives,
wherever there is darkness and dread in the world
around us, God is there to help us endure. God is in
charge and hope is alive. No matter how long the night
may seem, morning will come in God’s good time.

Join us for worship this month as we celebrate The
Shining Lights of Advent each Sunday at 8:45 and 11:10
and the birth of our Savior at 10:00 on Christmas Day.

Service of Carols

Live Nativity

Live Nativity

Candlelight Service
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A NOTE FROM THE STAFF PARISH RELATIONS MINISTRY TEAM

Dear members and attendees of Trinity Church,

The Christmas season is almost here. As we reflect on the past year, we are reminded of our many blessings. We
thank God for friends, family, and loved ones who support us with kindness and guidance. Even though this is a
time of economic anxiety, we need to remember all these persons in our lives.

Our tradition at Trinity Church has been to express our appreciation to our pastors and professional staff with a
monetary gift. Despite the trying economic times, we want to recognize the leadership and service they have
provided over and above that which is required. All gifts will be consolidated and shared among the church
administrative/office staff.

If you wish to contribute, please put your gift into an envelope clearly marked: “Staff Christmas Gift, ATTN: Staff
Parish Relations Ministry Team”, and either place the envelope in with one of the
upcoming Sunday offerings, or mail it to the church office. The mailing address is:

Trinity United Methodist Church

ATTN: Staff Parish Relations Ministry Team
703 West Patrick Street

Frederick, MD 21701-4029

We ask that all contributions to this year’s collective staff gift be received at the church
office no later than Monday, December 5. We also ask that you remember that your gift is
in addition to, and not a replacement for, your regular offering to Trinity Church.

Thank you for your contribution and expression of appreciation to those who help lead us
at Trinity throughout the year. Peace and blessings to our entire church family!

Merry Christmas!

Bob Krpowicy Mory (ruscort
Chairperson Chairperson
Staff-Parish Relations Ministry Team Church Council

Would you like some help
with Christmas shopping for
a special woman

in your Iife?

Give her the gift Feb. 24-26, 2012

.. of the... , 6 meals & Hotel-like
Trinity Women'’s accommodations
Retreat included

$180
Gift certificate and
wrapping available

See page 6
For more details
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“New To You” GIFT TABLE

Have you ever bought something because it was on sale, G. Gloves, games

for a gift and then you forgot you bought it, because it H. Hats, household items

was cute and you could not live without it, or you were I. Items you think will sale

given a gift and it just didn’t suit your style or taste? Dig J. Jewelry

through your closets, attics and garages and find one or K. Knick knacks

more new items and donate them to be sold at the L. Lights, lawn ornaments

Cookie Walk on Saturday, December 10 on the “New to M. Mirrors, mugs, music/movie DVDs and CDs
You” gift table. Last year the sales from this table N. Note cards, notepaper

covered the expenses of the Cookie Walk making it 0. Odds and Ends

more profitable for the church. Hopefully this year we P. Pet items, pictures, puzzles, pillows, potholders
can cover the expenses and raise even more money to Q. Quilted items

be donated to Trinity’s general fund. R. Recipe books, rugs

S. Stuffed animals, stationary, scarves, stockings,
T. Toys, tools, teapots, tablecloths
U. Umbrellas

Your donations have to be NEW and in their original
packaging if possible. We are unable to accept clothing.
There will be a box in the Narthex to accept your

donations. We will sell any new item you donate from A V. Vases . .
W. Whatnots, wind chimes
to Z.
X. ?
“New to You” Gift Table Ideas but not limited to Y. Yoyos, yard ornaments
A. Accessories, art, aprons Z. Zebra design anything

B. Books, belts, blankets, baskets

If you don’t have anything to donate, please stop by on
C. Christmas items, cards, candles

Saturday, December 10 and do some Christmas

D. Dishes, decorati.ons, '_DVDS o shopping. Contact Gail Fitzgerald at 301-834-7867 or

E. Earrings, embroidery items, exercise items gfitzgerald@hughes.net if you have any questions or

F. Frames, Flower Pots would like to help with the collecting, pricing or selling .

HOW TO MAKE YOUR MONEY BEHAVE

Did you spend too much over the holidays? Never seem to have
enough money to pay your bills? Please join us on Friday, January 20
at 6:30pm as Cindy Trawick, a Dave Ramsey Financial Counselor,
offers us some financial guidance. You will learn the importance of a
budget and get help in starting a spending plan. The cost of this
worthwhile evening is only $3. Please contact Patty Drechsler at
301-662-2895 or tumcsisters@yahoo.com to reserve your spot or
for more information. All are welcome!

SECOND SUNDAY SUPPERS

Why cook when you can pick up and SHARE YOUR GIFTS
take home a delicious lunch or supper?

After last years huge success, we will be How to Make Your Money Behave

selling casseroles after services on the Friday sanEo Rt
second Sundays of January, February, and Ball Room Dancing Friday ~ Feb 10 6:30 pm
March 2012 again. We need our Chick Flicks Friday Mar 16 6:30 pm
“Casserollers” to get their recipes out and Go Green Friday Apr 20 6:30 pm
start prepping. The first Second Sunday

Suppers will be January 18. Look for more Look for more details in upcoming newsletters.
information in the upcoming weekly and Do you have a gift you would like to share with others? Let us

monthly newsletters. know and we will help you set up your own class!
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STEPHEN MINISTRY REFLECTIONS

After Stephen Ministry Sunday on October 16, several
Trinity parishioners asked questions about how many
care-receivers we have served since Trinity became an
enrolled congregation with Stephen Ministries St. Louis. |
thought | would relate some of those “statistics”.

So far a total of 19 individuals have been or are currently
being served by Trinity’s Stephen Ministers.

Trinity Members 9
Non-members 10

Many different issues have prompted these individuals to
seek the assistance of a Stephen Minister including
depression, marital problems, divorce, debt, spouse
illness, grandson’s suicide, death of a spouse, care-
receiver facing aging issues and death, loss of job, alcohol
abuse, prioritizing time between work and family.

The length of time that these individuals have been
visited by a Stephen Minister has also varied greatly.

e Two have been as short as 3 visits over 4-5 weeks.
e Several lasted 13-16 weeks.

e Several lasted 28-40 weeks.
e Several lasted one year.
e The longest lasted two years, 81/2 months.

e Five are currently still in progress from just
beginning to 92 weeks.

Our two “snow bird” Stephen Ministers (Bob and Sara
Platz) are going to Florida for the winter and we wish
them a safe journey.

That leaves four of our Stephen Ministers currently
awaiting a new assignment. If you or someone you know
could benefit by having a Stephen Minister, please talk to
Pastor Lynn Wilson.

| hope this “statistics” article has answered some of your
guestions. If you have other questions, please ask any of
our Stephen Leaders: Pastor Lynn Wilson, Heather
Throckmorton or Nancy Boyd.

Yours in Christ,

Mﬂg Z))W/

KEEP THE SUGGESTIONS COMING!

Thank you to all of you who have sent suggestions in response to the financial letter that we recently sent out.
Below are a few of the suggestions to save or raise money that we have received so far. Some of them need
people to manage them, so please let us know if you wish to handle any of the following suggestions.

1. Eliminate the weekly offering envelopes. This would save the church several thousand dollars a year.
However, before we completely eliminate the envelopes that are mailed to your home, we would like
to hear from anyone that simply must have the envelopes mailed to them. We would have blank
envelopes available in the pews or you can simply put your check in the offering plate on Sunday. We
are checking with our bank to see about the availability of online giving as well.

2. Break down to the congregation how we could increase giving by $80,000 by the end of the year as
this is an insurmountable amount. As of November 1 in order to cover this need, every giving unit
would have to give an extra $31.25 per week through the end of the year. This is certainly easier to

digest than a large number.

3. A November Pie Walk just like our December Cookie Walk. People make and donate pies right before
Thanksgiving. Another idea is to have Catoctin Mt Orchard sell us some pies at a reduced rate and we

could take orders and fill them.

Pre-sold dinners one night a week
Public dinners/breakfasts

No vk

Collecting aluminum cans for recycling and cash.
Walk for missions — take donations and raise S per mile from co-workers, family, etc.

So keep the suggestions coming, but better yet, offer a suggestion and offer to handle that suggestion. Please
send them to Amanda Baugher at the_baughers@comcast.net.

The Extravagant Generosity Ministry Team
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TRINITY PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION OPENS SOON!

Parents of prospective preschoolers often ask me about our curriculum at Trinity Preschool.
They ask if we teach our students to write the alphabet. They ask if we teach a foreign
language or offer lessons on musical instruments. Many parents think their three-year-olds or
four-year-olds will be bored in preschool because they can already count to twenty or
recognize the entire alphabet.

While these are valuable skills, getting ready to go to kindergarten involves more than learning colors, shapes,
numbers and letters. Some other important skills that we practice every day at preschool include learning the
proper way to use scissors, how to hold your marker correctly when you write your name, listening to directions
when a teacher is talking, taking turns with classmates during an activity, getting used to talking in front of a group,
cleaning up after playtime or snack time, independently putting on coats and mittens, using words to resolve
conflicts with others, and much more!

Trinity Preschool is offering the following preschool classes to begin in September 2012:

3-yr-olds: Tuesday & Thursday mornings 9:00-11:30am
Monday, Wednesday & Friday mornings 9:00-11:30am
Monday, Wednesday & Friday afternoons 12:30-3:00 pm
4-yr-olds: Monday, Wednesday & Friday mornings 9:00-11:30am
Monday through Friday mornings 9:00-11:30 am
Monday through Friday afternoons 12:30-3:00 pm

TCECD priority registration for the 2012 — 2013 school year will begin at 9:00 am on Tuesday, January 3, 2012 in
Room 302/304. Priority registration is open to TUMC members or anyone enrolled in the New Members Class at
the present time on a first come, first served basis. It will open to the public on Monday, January 9.

Please visit us on FaceBook or see our preschool pages on the church website at www.trinityfrederick.org . If you
would like to schedule a tour or obtain a registration form, please contact Donna Lacagnina, Director, in the
preschool office by calling 301-662-2728 or by email at tcecd@trinityfrederick.org.

! L

Trin ity Women ’s Retreat

Because we all deal with people who are 3 joy to
Love and those who are f icult to love...

Come join us for a fun-filled weekend as we learn how to love well. Through video sessions we will hear from best-
selling author and teacher Beth Moore, enjoy some fun with other women, laugh our heads off, eat, stay up late,
make new friends, and enjoy old friends. It’s a weekend you don’t want to miss!

. Frl‘day to Sunda.y, February 24-26, 2012 Yes, [ want to attehd the
e Middle Creek Bible Conference Center, Gettysburg, PA « ; » ,
Hotel-like accommodations with 2 twin beds & private bath '.OVH’)g Well Women's Retreatl

e 5180 gets you 2 nights, 6 meals, and retreat sessions
¢ $60 non-refundable deposit due with registration
o “Gift” the retreat to a special woman in your life

gift card and wrapping available

Name:

Roommate Request:

Phone:

For more information or to register, please contact
Kathy Belcher at 301-788-1389 or kabelcher60@gmail.com

Email:




| DECEMBER 2011

MONTHLY CLOVERLEAF VOLUME 23, NUMBER 12

PAGE 7

HoLIDAY GIFTS AND TRADITIONS

“Every good and perfect gift
_— is from above, coming down
) UI‘_SG from the Father of the

heavenly lights...”
James 1:17 NIV

A harried woman and her children were ending their
day of holiday shopping. To express her frustration
and stress, she stated that whoever created Christmas
should be strung up and shot. A bystander brought to
her attention that someone had already crucified him.
Before you get caught up with your tasks, lists, and
expectations, put them into perspective. Ask yourself
what you should be celebrating: the hectic, stress-
laden, financially burdened holiday season, or the gift
of peace and hope.

Even though God gives us all we need for a healthy,
happy life, we tend to disturb it by “spending’ and
‘observing’ the holiday on human terms. Look at the
holiday traps that take up your time. Categorize your
holiday tasks as “need to do,” “should do,” “want to
do,” and “expected to do.” Which ones really address
the Christmas spirit? Just because you are invited to
attend an event or have habitually participated in an
activity doesn’t’ mean you have to continue that
activity. Prioritize all of your activities. By weeding
out those that distract you from the true meaning of
Christmas, you will find less stress and more
enjoyment from your choices.

Advent is a time for hope, peace, joy, and love, not
mounds of gifts, chaotic rounds of parties, or copious
amounts of food. Consider what has real meaning for

you. lIs it the Christmas story you heard as a child or its
impact on you as an adult? Think about the music of
the holiday and how a stirring rendition of “Joy to the
World” or a quiet performance of “Silent Night”
displays love and peace in a harried world. Don’t let
commercialism or stress overshadow the gifts of love
and sharing that you offer your loved ones.
Remember the spirit of Christmas, share your
presence with others, reduce your stress, and create
meaningful traditions that demonstrate God’s love.
(Source: www.webMD.com)

“And we have received God'’s Spirit so we can know
the wonderful things God has freely given us.”
1 Corinthians 2:12 NLT

“..You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus:
‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.””
Acts 20:35 NLT

“Give and you will receive. Your gift will return to you
in full — pressed down, shaken together to make room
for more, running over, and poured into your lap. The
amount you give will determine the amount you get
back.” Luke 6:38 NLT

“Be sure to give to the Lord the best portions of the
gifts given to you.” Numbers 18:29 NLT

A Blessed Christmas to all,

7<e/@ Smith, rn

TUMC Parish Nurse

COMMUNITY LIVING CHRISTMAS PARTY

Community Living, Inc. is an organization dedicated to serving persons with
intellectual and developmental disabilities, enabling them to be happy, healthy,
safe, and to LIVE LIFE! You can help make this year a holiday of hope and joy for

will be distributed to the Community Living Residents at the party. All members of
Trinity are invited to attend this wonderful event. If you can help in any way,

i i these people by your participation at the Community Living Christmas Party here
E 3 at Trinity on Sunday, December 11. The gifts collected from the Holiday Hope Tree

please contact Laura Welker at 301-788-0048 or yardwelk@aol.com. Cookie
donations for the party are also needed and appreciated.
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
L\ W‘/ Z&( \«‘r ﬁ/ L&\" \‘Vv Zﬁ( \«‘r ‘ﬁ( A"
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Children’s Christmas Celebration

N>

You are invited to join us on "
Saturday, December 17, 2011 =
for our annual =
>

A

Christmas Celebration.
We will have games, crafts, and story time.
The fun will be from 3:00-5:00pm
X with a potluck dinner to follow at 5:00. A

St A ST B e s B

C HILDREN IN ACTlO N This holiday season, Trinity’s Sunday School children and youth,
along with pre-school students from Church of the Brethren and

C Middletown United Methodist Church decorated Thanksgiving Day
placemats for a local nursing home. During the Christmas season,
| TT 1 they will be decorating placemats for not only the nursing home,
but an assisted living facility as well. We will also be filling out

A Christmas cards for the residents of these facilities.

2 WA

OuT OoF THE MOUTHS OF BABES LASAGNA GARDEN

As you can see by looking at
the front lawn, our Lasagna

| Garden has been started!

¢ Thanks to all the children
who braved the cold and rain
to get it laid out. We would
still like to add a few more
layers so if you have any
leaves, grass clippings or
compost please let me know.

As Director of Children’s Ministries, | got to meet
with the Pre-School classes this week. When
explaining to the children what the sanctuary is
and what it is used for, | asked the question “The
church is led by a special person, can anyone tell
me what he or she is called?” Of course, | was
looking for someone to say Pastor or Reverend. A
little boy raised his hand and when | called on him
he simply said, “JESUS”. Isn’t it amazing how
much the smallest among us understand?

For information or questions about any Children’s Ministry events, please contact Rebecca Dean at
children@trinityfrederick.org or by calling 301-662-2895
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YOUTH MINISTRY HAPPENINGS

10
12
11
18

10
20-22

11
16
24

12
23-25

SAVE THE DATE

December
CCYM
Youth Council 6:30-8:00
LOL - Christmas Caroling
LOL - Christmas Party

January 2012
ASP HS Mission Trip “Interest” Mtg

Youth Council 6:30-8:00
ROCK Youth Retreat

February 2012
Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction

Youth Council 6:30-8:00
30 Hour Famine Lock-In

March 2012
Youth Council 6:30-8:00
IMPACT High School Retreat

Live Out Loud Youth Group
Sunday Nights

6:30 - 8:00pm

Please check your emails, Face Book, and the
weekly cloverleaf for additional youth activities!

YOUTH COUNCIL

All youth are invited to come to our youth council
meetings and help plan our youth events, LOL, and
outreach endeavors! The dates for this year are a little
wacky — they will be the second full week of each
month, but the night rotates each month! Join us 6:30-
8:00pm in the high school youth room.

March 12, Monday
April 10, Tuesday
May 17, Thursday

December 12, Monday
January 10, Tuesday
February 16, Thursday

nse

Appalachia

SERVICE PROJECT ™

HIGH ScHooL MISSION TRIP
Jury 15-21, 2012

Would you like to learn more about this amazing mission
opportunity? If you are a high school youth or an adult
that might be interested in being a part of the team,
please come to our “Interest” meeting on Sunday
January 8 at 12:30! Learn how you can make a significant
difference in the lives of others! For more information
contact Joanne DeSalvio at youth@trinityfrederick.org.

RAISE ROOFS, FIX FLOORS
BUILD A WHOLE NEW YOU

CONFIRMATION 2012

Confirmation will be getting underway very shortly. We are praying that all 7th-

12th graders who have not yet been confirmed will join us on this amazing

journey that will deepen your faith walk with Jesus.

Confirmation is a time for you- the student, to examine the Christian faith-to find out what it means to

love God and be a disciple of Jesus Christ. Confirmation is a time to affirm your faith by renewing the

covenant declared for you at your baptism. On Confirmation Sunday you will be declaring your

commitment to our Lord before your family and the church. For those who have not been baptized,

this is also the time for you to claim your faith by being baptized and confirmed. Please contact Joanne

DeSalvio at 301-662-2895 or via email at youth@trinityfrederick.org if you would like to be confirmed

or have any questions!
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NOVEMBER VOLUNTEERS
Date Drivers Lay Readers Ushers Greeters
12/4 Leroy Daisey Christy DeFrance 121(5)? IE:::] (;Lcj)raelr GI\;I?rA\V/vv:ﬁZk 8:55 - Mark & Matt Drechsler
443-623-2478 ¥ ' Ty boyer, vViary ' 11:05 - Betty Fox & Ruth Donald
Mike & Pam Lesperance
' 8:55 - Tony Driebelbies, Chris Freel 8:55 - Jan Bradstock, Kathi
Lars DeSalvio 11:05 - Larry Boyer, Wayne
12/11 Barbara Maxwell . . Groover
301-831-8171 Buckingham, Judy & Michele .
. 11:05 - Wayne & Faye Buckingham
Pickens
Leroy Daisey ligi :i:frsgg\l/zr:déaclgél\fi/snght 8:55 - Tom & Marian Paradise
12/18 443-623-2478 Ron Bird Adrian Winpigler, Dave 11:05 - Delores De.:mlch, Carrie
Nangeroni
Romer
4:00 - Ida Vanaman 4:00 - The Maucione Family
6:00 - Larry Boyer, Jerry Ryan
6:00 - Dave & Kelley Turnbull
12/24 8:00 - Larry Boyer, Jerry Ryan, Barb
Ellis 8:00 - TBA
11:00 - Adrian Winpigler 11:00 - Bill & Kay Etzler
Matt Stegle 10:00 - Larry Boyer, Jerry Ryan, Larry . . N
12/25 301-694-2649 TBA & Anna Marie Linton 10:00 - Adrian & Betty Winpigler

We are trying to be better stewards of the church’s
resources and are offering an electronic version of the

Sign up for our

EWSLETTER

monthly newsletter for those interested. If you would like
to receive an electronic version instead of a paper copy,
please e-mail Patty at tumc@trinityfrederick.org.

NEWSLETTER COLLATING DATES

Wednesday December 28 1pm
Thursday January 26 1pm
Thursday February 23 1pm

These dates are subject to change. We are always
looking for more volunteers. If you can help, please call
Ruby Fine @ 301-371-5617.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

Please submit your information or article for the
monthly Newsletter in one of the following ways :
o mail or deliver to the church office
e email to TUMC@trinityfrederick.org.

Information for the January 2012 Newsletter will be
due the second Sunday of December - December 11.

OFFICE AND PASTOR HOURS

The church office hours are 9am - 4pm, Monday
through Friday.

Pastor Lynn works part-time and is in the office
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. She usually makes
her pastoral visits in the afternoon on these days.

Reverend Dameron’s day off is Monday. He is usually in
the office Tuesday afternoon, Wednesday morning,
Thursday afternoon, and Friday morning - other times
by appointment.

Your pastors are ALWAYS available by phone.

Glen: 301-467-5200(cell) and 301-869-9696(home)
Lynn: 304-279-6800(cell) and 304-728-7530(home)
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Come get yummy homemade and hand
decorated cookies and support Trinity at
the same time!

Trini'tH's
Annual

Cookié
wvalk

Saturday,
December 10

9:00 am until the
cookies are gone!

Avoid the rush and line on December 10
and pre-order a beautiful tray of premium
cookies today. They make great gifts for
family, friends and colleagues.

| would like to pre-order:

small platters at $15 each

large platters at $28 each

Please make checks payable to TUMC with
“Cookie Walk” in the memo area

&7 and place in the Sunday offering

or mail to the church office.




