Dear All: Thank you all for being part of this study. Here is the link to the website | mentioned
during our study. This website has a great number of resources for further study on the subject of
Race and Racism: https://www.racepowerofanillusion.org/.

Enclosed please find a copy of the Guiding Principles for our conversations and the Biblical texts
on Race. In the weeks to come, I'll share the videos we are going to watch ahead of time so that
you can watch it at your leisure, and we do not have to spend time during our sessions. This way
we can spend more time in conversation.

The Bible on Race
GCORR-GuidingPrinciples

| pray that we can all grow together as we discussed this challenging issue that is impacting our
lives, communities, our country, and the world.

Just for your benefit, this is the agenda we are going to follow for our study in the weeks ahead:
Starting on: September 2 - September 30 at 7:30 pm

1. Race as an ideological construct

2. History of Racist Ideology - Please watch the video for next week: Segregated by Design
- https://vimeo.com/328684375

3. Racism and White Privilege in American History

4. Racism and Us - Moving Forward

The Bible on Race (12 passages)

Genesis 1:27
“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female
he created them.”

Leviticus 19:33-34

33 ““When a foreigner resides among you in your land, do not mistreat them. 34 The foreigner
residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as yourself, for you were
foreigners in Egypt. | am the Lord your God.

Deuteronomy 10:17
“For the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the
awesome God who does not show partiality nor take a bribe.”

Malachi 2:10
“Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one
another, profaning the covenant of our fathers?”


https://www.racepowerofanillusion.org/
https://www.trinityfrederick.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/The-Bible-on-Race.pdf
https://www.trinityfrederick.org/hp_wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GCORR-GuidingPrinciples.pdf
https://vimeo.com/328684375

John 13:34
“A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as | have loved you, you
also are to love one another.”

Acts 10:28

“And he said to them, ‘You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to
visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that | should not call any person
common or unclean."”

Acts 10:34-35
“God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him.”

Acts 17:26
“And He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth.”

Romans 10:12-13

“For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing
his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.”

Galatians 3:28
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for
you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

Colossians 3:11
“Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,
free; but Christ is all, and in all.”

Revelation 5:9-10

“And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for
you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language
and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they
shall reign on the earth."”



GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Rellgion and Race offers the following guiding principles for those who undertake this study:

1, ‘Race’is nolthe problem; raciam is, In recent decades, as pecple of color have embraced notions
aof cultural identity and pride and pride in their herltage, some white people have lamented that it
I these distinctions that cause harmful divislon This s false. Celebrating whe we are, as God's
creation. s an act of thanks and Ged created us all in the divine image and celebrated our diversity
at Pentecost. Diferences are NOT the problam; rather, it is the human sin of using those diferenc-
&5 to assign value to one race over others and institutionalizing those values that has given birth to
racism,

2. Race and racism are real and impact every aspect of society, While God created all humans in
God's divine imayge, our history a5 a people is that we have seized upon physical and cultural diffeer=
enons and misused them o divide e human family, The impact has been Lasting and sysbemic:
people wene enslaved, people were conguensd and their Land stolen, people were and ane rmidrs
dered, social policies did and do sUll favor some groups while penalizing othert=—all based on
matlons of race,

4. Followers of Jesus Christ have a responsibility to resist racism. Resisting racism gives us the
opportunity, not only to follow Goed's call to waork for justice, but alse to live into who we proclaim
we are, Our identity is wrapped up in God's character of always and etemally standing on the sids
of those who are cppressed. We resist racism becauwse God created us and called us to tear down
all structures and expressions of injustice, and we are those wiho proclaim to be the earthly hands
and feet of the same God.

4. Wa saok to take responsibility, not give in to guilt or shame, I acknowledging and pledging to
batile racism, e goal is Lo rise swareness and Lo equip all peeoplie——s pecislly while peoplo=—lo
boecome God's justion workers, Thene i€ no escaping our history of institutional racism: boweer, Wi
mave the oppartunity to forge a new path with God to claim ouwr moral responsibility bo da the right
thirg,

F. Discussing race and racism may feel intimidating, but you CAN do it Each one of us has a stake
In being part of God's relgn on earth and In ensurng that all Christlans are rellable. credible
witnesses of the gospel of Jesus Christ. e are at our most reliable and effective as the commumity
of faith as we battle the forces that cause pain, division and death. Racism is one of those forces,
but it is difficult for us to discuss, Many white pecpls, in particular, ars taught to ignora its reality,
while people of color are raised to believe that the fight is theirs alone. We fear one another's
anger and pain, we fear our own inadequacies for facing tough topics, and we may balisve that
racism is just too big, too complicated, and too fraught with emational landmines, We may not all
enter this work from the seme place, Stll, we believe that people of Christian faith are ready to
dismantle racsm once and for all, o thal our collective work of building God™s justice and God's
poaciable Kinedom may bear fruil in a worbd that neseds God S0 miuch,
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