This information is with regards to the discussion today. The video: "Segregated by
Design" is based on the book The Color of Law: A Forgotten History of How our
Government Segregated America by Richard Rothstein. The video you saw is the
only production at this moment. for more information visit: segregatedbydesign.com.
For more information about Johan Friederick Bluemenbach
visit: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Friedrich_Blumenbach
Racial anthropology
Further information:
Blumenbach's five races. (Source: Wikipedia)
Blumenbach's work included his description of sixty human crania (skulls) published
originally in fascicules as Decas craniorum (Göttingen, 1790–1828). This was a
founding work for other scientists in the field of craniometry. He divided the human
species into five races in 1779, later founded on crania research (description of human
skulls), and called them (1793/1795):
the Caucasian or white race. Blumenbach was the first to use this term for people of
European, Middle Eastern, and North African origin.
the Mongolian or yellow race, including all East Asians and some Central Asians.
the Malayan or brown race, including Southeast Asian and Pacific Islanders.
the Ethiopian or black race, including sub-Saharan Africans.
the American or red race, including American Indians.
Further anatomical study led him to the conclusion that 'individual Africans differ as
much, or even more, from other Africans as from Europeans'.
Blumenbach argued that physical characteristics like skin color, cranial profile, etc.,
depended on geography, diet, and mannerism.
Like other monogenists such as Georges-Louis Leclerc, Comte de Buffon, Blumenbach
held to the "degenerative hypothesis" of racial origins. Blumenbach claimed that Adam
and Eve were Caucasian inhabitants of Asia (see Asia hypothesis), and that other races
came about by degeneration from environmental factors such as the sun and poor diet.
Thus, he claimed, Negroid pigmentation arose because of the result of the heat of the
tropical sun, while the cold wind caused the tawny colour of the Eskimos, and the
Chinese were fair-skinned compared to the other Asian stocks because they kept
mostly in towns protected from environmental factors. He believed that the degeneration
could be reversed in a proper environmental control and that all contemporary forms of
man could revert to the original Caucasian race.
Moreover, he concluded that Africans were not inferior to the rest of mankind
'concerning healthy faculties of understanding, excellent natural talents and mental
capacities' [Jack Hitt, "Mighty White of You: Racial Preferences Color America's Oldest
Skulls and Bones," Harper's, July 2005, pp. 39–55], and wrote the following:

Finally, I am of opinion that after all these numerous instances I have brought together
of negroes of capacity, it would not be difficult to mention entire well-known provinces of
Europe, from out of which you would not easily expect to obtain off-hand such good
authors, poets, philosophers, and correspondents of the Paris Academy; and on the
other hand, there is no so-called savage nation known under the sun which has so
much distinguished itself by such examples of perfectibility and original capacity for
scientific culture, and thereby attached itself so closely to the most civilized nations of
the earth, as the Negro.[Anthropological Treatises of Blumenbach and Hunter, pg. 312].
He did not consider his "degenerative hypothesis" as racist and sharply criticized
Christoph Meiners, an early practitioner of scientific racialism, as well as Samuel
Thomas von Sömmerring, who concluded from autopsies that Africans were an inferior
race. Blumenbach wrote three other essays stating non-white peoples were capable of
excelling in arts and sciences in reaction against racialists of his time.[Emmanuel
Chukwudi Eze Race and the enlightenment: a reader, Blackwell (1997) p. 79]
These ideas were far less influential. His ideas were adopted by other researchers who
used them to encourage scientific racism.[Fredrickson, George M. Racism: A Short
History, p. 57, Princeton University Press (2002)]
Printing and the Mind of Man says that "Blumenbach [developed] the thesis that all
living races are varieties of a single species ... Blumenbach was opposed to the practice
of slavery and the then current belief in the inherent savagery of the coloured races".
(Carter J & Muir P.H. 1983. Printing and the Mind of Man. 2nd ed, Karl Pressler,
Munchen, p132/3).
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